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Message from Jim Varghese AM, AIBC National Chair

Dear Colleagues

The National Vice Chair, Sanushka Seomangal and I welcome you to this April 2022 edition of
our newsletter. The past month has seen some important developments and a strong focus on
the Australia India bilateral relationship.

Most notable was the momentous Australia-India Economic and Trade Agreement (AI ECTA)
signed between Australia and India. It was an historic day for the future of the trade and
investment relationship between Australia and India.

The AIBC is very encouraged by this important development which we have been passionately
driving and supporting for over a decade. It is fortuitous that the initiative by the Prime
Ministers of India and Australia to establish the AIBC over 35 years ago, to assist in making
these milestones happen, is now fully vindicated.

The deal with India removes tariffs on more than 85 per cent of Australian goods exports to
India, worth AUD12.6 bill ion (USD9.4 bill ion), rising to almost 91 per cent over 10 years.
The Agreement will bolster Indian PM Narendra Modi’s popular “Make in India Campaign” and
tariffs will be removed or reduced from a long line of agricultural and other exports from
Australia to India.

The highly proactive AIBC National Make with India and Agribusiness Industry Chapters are
already increasing their chapter events and activities to tie in with the new bilateral roles.
Likewise the AIBC Education and Healthcare Industry Chapters are set to promote the ticks of
approval in the Agreement in their critical sectors.



AIBC NSW, Victoria and Western Australia Chapters recently welcomed Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) and the Federation of Indian Communities Chambers of Industry (FICCI) visiting
delegates from India and held business meetings and Round Table discussions with senior Federal
and State government representatives, business leaders and members.

AIBC continues to build a stronger platform of driving a sharper business focus for all activities of
the Australia India Business Council, despite 2022 forecast to continue as a challenging year for
business and people globally.

AIBC is working towards building stronger platforms in facil itating and nurturing growth
opportunities for business and investment between Australia and India.

We are in the process of launching a new information and technology platform that will enhance
relationships and grow our highly successful webinars and business profile.

The next few months will also see growth in AIBC in-person events with the success of vaccines and
relaxing of Covid-19 restrictions.

We have appointed a National Advisor Partnerships to strengthen our relationship with partners in
India, including the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), the Federation of Indian Communities
Chambers of Industry (FICCI), the Australia India Business Chamber and Invest India.

In Australia, we will examine potential bilateral business to business opportunities with the Business
Council of Australia and the Export Council of Australia. Our National Advisor for Export and
Investment will also play a key role in this important business-to-business domain. A key priority
for 2022 is for our state and territory chapter Presidents and National Industry Chairs to strengthen
our links with federal, state, and local government agencies in both Australia and India.
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Our 17 Industry Chapters, established across all states and territories, give us an unbeatable
competitive edge and undisputed credibil ity in fostering circles of influences and engaging in business
focussed strategic dialogue at the highest of ministerial and government levels.
We are consolidating our business-to-business presence in Agribusiness, Corporate and Investments,
Defence and Security, Education and Skills Development, Financial Services, Healthcare, ICT and
Digital, Infrastructure, Renewable Energy, Make in India, Women in Business and Membership
Benefits. This is complemented by the work of our National Advisor Export and Investment, National
Advisor ICT and National Advisor Partnerships.
I encourage you once again to use the email hotline for constructive business feedback and
submissions.

AIBC Business Enterprises is now starting to deliver business-to-business outcomes and is progressing
well. It is very encouraging to see AIBC members engaged in bilateral trade initiatives and actively
contributing to the AIBC vision of strengthening the Australia-India bilateral relationship.

AIBC secured the most effective and influential profile during the recent meetings of the trade
ministers of Australia and India announcing the ECTA agreement. We held successful functions with
the CII, FICCI and with India’s Minister in Perth.

Hundreds of AIBC members and business leaders in AIBC will continue to establish business to
business l inks and engagements thus striving and contributing to the success of ECTA moving
forward. 

Yours sincerely

Jim Varghese AM
National Chair
Australia India Business Council
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Message from Jim Varghese AM, AIBC National Chair
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From the Editor's Desk
HISTORIC AI-ECTA BILATERAL AGREEMENT SET TO BOLSTER 
AUSTRALIA INDIA TRADE TO EXCITING NEW LEVELS

The month of April dawned with the exhilarating news of the signing of the landmark
Australia-India Economic and Trade Agreement (AI=ECTA) between Australia and India.
The agreement was signed by The Hon Dan Tehan MP Federal Minister for Trade,
Tourism and Investment and Industry Minister of India Piyush Goyal, in a virtual
ceremony, in the presence of Australian PM, The Hon Scott Morrison MP and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Nearly 10 years in the making, the deal will be highly
beneficial for both the countries. The agreement is expected to be implemented in about
four months.

Australia is the seventeenth largest trading partner of India, and India is Australia’s ninth
largest trading partner. The Australia-India bilateral trade for merchandise and services
was valued at US$27.5 bill ion in 2021.The agreement is expected to boost bilateral trade
to A$45-50 bill ion over the next five years.  

The deal comes at a time when Australia is grappling with trade curbs by China on a
range of commodities exports. This will give greater market access for Australia in India.
As well, it will provide duty-free access for over 6,000 broad sectors of India, including
textiles, leather, furniture, jewellery and machinery.  India will be slashing duty excess
for over 85 per cent of its tariff l ines for Australia including coal, lamb, wool, LNG, coal,
alumina and metallic ores, including manganese, copper, nickel, titanium and zirconium.



Dr Tanya Unni
AIBC Newsletter Editor in Chief
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India’s merchandise imports from Australia were valued around US$15.1 bill ion in 2021,
consisting largely of raw materials, minerals and intermediate goods. As per the deal, many
industries in India will get cheaper raw materials, in particular sectors l ike steel, aluminum and
textiles and garments. India’s exports to Australia primarily consist of finished products,
valued at US$6.9 bill ion in 2021. Several industries in India, including textiles and apparel,
agricultural and fish products, leather, footwear, furniture, sports goods, jewellery, machinery
and electrical goods are expected to benefit from this agreement. As a result of the
agreement, market share of Indian goods and services in Australia will increase. 

Australia is also offering post-study work visas between two to four years for Indian students
on a reciprocal basis; and work and holiday visa arrangements for young Indian professionals.
Australia has also agreed to amend its domestic tax law to stop the taxation of offshore income
of Indian firms providing technical services in Australia.   

Scott Morrison celebrated the fruition of the trade talks by preparing Indian curries from
Narendra Modi’s home state of Gujarat, including the iconic dish “khichdi” at his home. Let’s
hope the “khichdi” symbolizes the historic trade deal that nourishes bilateral relations and that
the association gets stronger and better over time. 
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Welcome to NIB
AIBC NSW State Sponsor
and Partner

The Australia India Business Council (AIBC)
NSW Chapter is pleased to acknowledge NIB
as the AIBC NSW State Sponsor and Partner
for the third consecutive year for 2020-21
and 2021-22. Health plays an important role
in furthering the bilateral relationship, hence
AIBC is proud to continue the partnership
with NIB.



nib has been in partnership with AIBC since 2017 as we
share a common objective of promoting the health and
well-being of Indian assignees in Australia, as well as
supporting the companies and entities that employ them. 
nib has a mission and vision of people enjoying better
health. nib Group, established over 60 years ago, is a
trusted international health partner, empowering our
members to make better decisions and improve health
outcomes through greater access to affordable health
services and information. nib is one of Australia’s fastest-
growing health funds and provides affordable health
cover to more than a million people in Australia and New
Zealand. 

iman Australian Health Plans, a wholly-owned subsidiary
of nib, has over 36 years of experience supporting
overseas workers and temporary residents. 

We offer a range of health covers that all comply
with the visa requirements by the Department of
Home Affairs (DHA) and as a specialist provider,
understand well and are able to accommodate the
unique service needs of employers and employees.
Canstar has awarded our Working Visitor Health
Covers with Outstanding Value for 5 straight years
(2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021). 

In partnership with Honeysuckle Health, nib has the
capability to implement personalised population
health management based on data science,
supporting individual health outcomes and group
productivity. 

Should you wish to know more about how nib can
support you and your business, please contact Maria
Non at m.non@nib.com.au or 0428719891. 
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Why is nib the right partner
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AIBC Member Spotlight

MANU HINGORANI – NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP ADVISOR

Manu Hingorani has just recently been appointed the AIBC National Partnership Advisor and is
keen to be more involved with AIBC’s strategic plan going forward.

Manu is an experienced leader within the Smart Infrastructure Industry with over 25 years in
public and private organisations. He has led and contributed to major national and international
award-winning infrastructure initiatives in Queensland such as, Smart Motorways, Emergency
vehicle pre-emption, intell igent collision prevention systems, data analytics for the
Commonwealth Games. He maintains a high standard of engineering and management practice
through governance and risk management. He leads with focus and optimism in an environment
of complexity and ambiguity.

Manu is recognised as a technical leader for delivering infrastructure technology projects from
concept through to funding, design, commissioning, delivery, operations and handover. An
experienced strategist, change leader and practitioner of change methodologies, Manu has been
on boards of AITPM, Engineers Australia, ITS Australia. 

He has fostered strategic relationships with industry and academia on the delivery of key
infrastructure and collaborating on developing sustainable industries in Australia and India.
Manu has an MBA in Electronics and Telecommunications Engineering degree.   
He currently is the Principal Engineer (TS) – Metropolitan Region – Team Leader Network
Optimisation – Metropolitan Region for the Department of Transport Main Roads Brisbane,
Queensland.

MANU HINGORANI
NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP
ADVISOR



Jonty Redman is a young professional, passionate about Australia’s relations with countries
in the Indo-Pacific region. He has been involved with the Australia-China Youth Association
(ACYA) as the Australia Secretary since early 2021. As a part of ACYA, he has attended
various youth leadership summits in China and Australia.
 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Sydney. He is presently undertaking a
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree at the Australian National University, researching the
vaccine industry in India. He also undertook a short overseas study program at St Xavier’s
College, Mumbai, in 2019.
 
He has previously interned at New South Wales Parliament in the office of the Hon. Jonathan
O’Dea. In his work at AIBC, he hopes to bring together his international perspective and
governmental experience to help forge stronger business connections between Australia and
India.

Jonty said, “Since studying in Mumbai as a part of my New Colombo Plan mobility
scholarship in early 2019, I have developed a passion for Australia-India bilateral relations. I
knew that the Australia-India Business Council would be an excellent way for me to build
upon this interest of mine, especially considering the growing commercial ties between our
two countries.”

“As an intern for the AIBC, I hope to get an on-the-ground feel of how business is conducted
between partners in Australia and India. With business connections between our two
countries only going to grow, I hope to help AIBC contribute to the long-term goals of the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between Australia and India.”
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AIBC National Agribusiness Industry Chapter Intern 

JONTY REDMAN
INTERN



Anuroopa Venkatesh is an intern for the Australia India Business Council and
works closely with the Agribusiness Industry Chapter Team, as well as the
AIBC Commercial Arm. Along with her prior legal experience in the field of
commercial l it igation in India, Anuroopa is also pursuing her Master’s in
International Relations and International Law from Macquarie University.

Anuroopa said, “I chose to work with AIBC to focus and work on policy
making in business administration and international trade. Given the budding
trade relationships between India and Australia, I also saw fit to be educated
and apply my skills set in the legal nuances that would arise from the
bilateral relations between the two nations.”

“I hope to learn a lot more and increase my potential in a career with trade
law and business administration which has proven to be a great experience
with AIBC thus far.”
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ANUROOPA VENKATESH 
INTERN
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INNOVATIVE AND CUTTING EDGE MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIES AND DEVICES ARE PROVING AN ESSENTIAL BOON
FOR THE HEALTHCARE INDUSTRY

 
Generations X, Y and Z have seen the wide use of medical devices like MRI machines, CT scanners, X-ray machines,
LASIK surgical machines, infusion pumps etc in hospitals, clinics, and other healthcare facil it ies. Technology has
undoubtedly helped healthcare to be error free, hassle free and precise. Now, the rise of l ife expectancy and the
increasing proportion of the world’s ageing populations require continuous innovations in medical technology. The
past few years have seen significant transformations in the healthcare industry. This evolution is aided by advances in
such technologies as wireless, The Internet of Things (IoT) and data analytics techniques. The Covid-19 pandemic has
opened up new ways in which patients can interact with doctors using telemedicine services and remote patient
monitoring. Decentralized Clinical Trials have all arrived and are here to stay. So, health care technology is now
witnessing a paradigm shift from hospital-based technologies to a home-based systems. 

The rise in ageing populations, and increasing numbers of multiple chronic health issues, has increased the need for
extensive care and constant monitoring. Remote monitoring is proving really effective in patient care and treatment.
This is made possible through connected medical devices using IoT technology. Connected medical devices offer
improvement in quality of patient care, fewer hospitalisations and cost reductions in health treatments. Nowadays
people are more inclined towards the adoption of smart and connected technologies in health care. The increasing
popularity of wearable medical devices among consumers has accelerated the growth of the connected medical device
market. The global Connected Medical Device market was valued at USD 2089.79 Mill ion in 2021 and is predicted to
grow with a CAGR of 13.51% from 2021 to 2027. 

 
THE INTERNET OF MEDICAL THINGS (IOMT)

Connected medical devices are equipment that can transmit and/or receive data to and from another device or the
internet. For instance, a heart rate monitor transmits a patient’s heart rate data to a physician’s smart phone or
laptop. This use of medical devices to transmit significant patient information and variables such as blood pressure or
oxygen saturation for review by doctors is called Remote patient monitoring. This is made possible by in-home IoMT.
The Internet of Medical Things (IoMT) is the network of Internet-connected medical devices, hardware infrastructure
and software applications. The Internet of Medical Things allows medical devices to be connected to the cloud and
applications. Connected medical devices can also provide portable diagnostic tools that can be util ized for in-home
collection and diagnosis. IoMT also analyses shared data, which enables healthcare providers to make sound
decisions. All this can help to detect complications at an early stage and reduce hospital admissions.

Innovations in Medical Technologies
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Contributed by Dr Tanya Unni 
AIBC Newsletter Editor

Wearable devices 
Wearable health monitors are really helpful as they constantly track pulse rate, heart rate, blood
sugar levels, step count etc. They include medical wearables, smart wristwear and even smart
clothes. These wearable medical devices are connected to remote monitoring systems. Unlike in-
home IoMT, wearable devices can be used outside as well. The technology is used to help medical
professionals optimize the quality of care provided to patients. 

Virtual reality 
Virtual reality has revolutionized healthcare. The technology is used in healthcare for training
surgeons and medical students, patient treatment, medical marketing, and educating people about
various diseases or medical conditions. Virtual technology helps medical professionals to visualise
the human body. It helps doctors plan complex operations and increases safety. The medical devices
used in virtual reality also benefit patients with depression, autism, vision problems, and many other
conditions. Medical virtual reality has the ability to address issues of brain discordance and prevent a
person’s brain from feeling pain during a procedure.  Through immersive virtual reality, the patient is
presented with a computer-generated artificial environment that suspends belief. This environment
replaces the real-world. This can be achieved by using either Head-Mounted Display or multiple
projections. Users can interact with the virtual surrounding and will get responses, which can trigger
emotional, psychological, and physical reactions. This immersive characteristic of VR simulations
makes it a powerful tool for therapy.

3D printing
The use of 3d print technology is expanding in medical industry. The creation of exact replicas of
human organs helps in surgery and treatment. With 3D printing technology it is now possible to
reproduce customized organs, customized prosthetics, orthopedic implants and surgical tools. This
helps to further scope of research and development of prototypes. 3D printing has wide possibil it ies
in orthodontics and dentistry as well.  Medical imaging techniques, such as X-Rays, CT scans, MRI
scans and ultrasounds are used to produce the original digital model, which is then reproduced in 3D
format. 

The future of healthcare lies in working hand-in-hand with technology. Healthcare workers and
patients have to embrace emerging healthcare technologies in order to reap the maximum benefits
and to create a healthier tomorrow for all.
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Artificial Intell igence (AI) is revolutionizing healthcare by bringing the predictive perspective to modern
medicine. Predictive analytics uses data and algorithms to forecast future trends.  In healthcare, this translates
to more precise diagnosis and treatment, better patient satisfaction and improved productivity of physicians. 
 
Artificial Intell igence has extensive applications in medical science. The most common application is in
diagnosis, drug discovery and development, remotely treating patients etc.  AI also aids in improving
communication between doctor and patient, transcribing medical documents l ike prescriptions and patient
records. 

Artificial Intell igence is the term used to describe the use of computers and technology to simulate intell igent
behavior and critical thinking similar to a human being.  The spending in AI technology in healthcare and
pharmaceutical business has increased manifold, especially with the onset of Covid 19. 

With AI, medical professionals can leverage immediate and precise data to optimize clinical decision-making. 
 AI systems have made great advances in patient diagnosis, making diagnostics cheaper and more accessible. 
 They can be used to diagnose cancer, triage, critical findings in medical imaging, detect abnormalities, help to
prioritize l ife threatening cases, diagnose cardiac arrhythmias, predict stroke outcomes, and help with the
management of chronic diseases. 

AI helps to make decisions on the basis of analysis of large amounts of healthcare data such as health records,
medical images, doctor’s reports etc. This helps physicians to reach better diagnosis and speed up treatment.
Treatment plans can be designed effectively after quickly sieving through large amount of patient data.  Thus AI
enables medical practitioners to spend more time in direct patient care without burnout. 

Huge strides have been made in the application of AI systems in drug discovery. AI can help with monitoring
during clinical trials by generating a more extensive set of data faster. AI solutions are being developed to
identify new potential therapies from vast databases of information on existing medicines. AI is also effective in
providing personalized treatment options. Different patients respond to drugs and treatment schedules
differently. Machine Learning can help discover the characteristics of response of particular patient to a
particular treatment.  

AI – Predicting a bright
future for health care 
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medicine is a medical model, which proposes customization of healthcare to a group of
patients, based on a genetics, l ifestyle and environment. The focus relies on finding out
the methods which can be effective for group of patients.   

Artificial Intell igence has the power to increase primary care and triage via chatbots.
Chatbots are computer programs designed to simulate conversation with human users.
They can help to avoid unnecessary trips to the medical practitioner. They encourage
patients to share their health information proactively and enable medical practitioners to
improve the quality of patient care. AI enables smooth flow of primary care, leaving
doctors to focus more on critical and dreadful cases. 

AI systems also facil itate service of virtual nursing assistants. These virtual nursing
assistants interact with patients, direct them to the most effective health facil ity,
monitor patients and answer their questions. This reduces unnecessary hospital visits or
hospital readmission.  

AI solutions in healthcare are taking a more humanized approach. Digital human
platforms enable healthcare providers to create digital-human employees. Hospitals
could thus leverage digital humans as health assistants to provide 24/7 aid to patients.

AI technology in the form of collaborative robots has brought about a revolution in the
field of surgery. The revolution can be seen in terms of their speed and depth when
making fine incisions.  AI util ization can improve the efficiency of surgeons. 
 
AI has already changed the patient experience, the efficiency of medical professionals,
and the operations of pharmaceutical industry. The journey has just started. The
potential healthcare applications for AI technology are numerous and exciting. As AI
applications become increasingly integrated with medicine, more and more people will
gain access to high-quality, efficient healthcare. 
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It was a proud moment for AIBC members who attended the Investiture in Sydney of AIBC National Chair Jim
Varghese AM, as the second Chancellor of Torrens University Australia.

He replaces founding Chancellor Michael Mann AO who said, “On behalf of the University Board, I am delighted
to announce Mr Varghese as the University’s new Chancellor."
"Jim is a highly effective, respected, and successful leader in both the private sector and public institutions. His
reputation in the Higher Education sector is impeccable, with a commitment to the highest standards of
governance, transparency, equity, and stakeholder management."

"Torrens University was founded with the vision to be Australia's international university, and very few
Australians better embody the ethos of Torrens’ vision to connect the world for good.”
"He is highly regarded for his commitment to global citizenship, social justice, equality, and his belief that
business has a role to play in ensuring greater public good."

"I have every confidence Jim will continue the extraordinary outreach that defines Torrens University. I'm proud
to be handing over the reins to such a distinguished individual with his many accomplishments."

Mr Varghese, who was born in Kerala, India, said his family arrived in Australia in the 1960s and education was a
core family value. 

“I believe education is a fundamental human right, and I also believe that innovation is crucial to ensure greater
access to education. Torrens University balances both considerations and also manages to run a highly successful
business,” he said.
"If we are to maximise technology to ensure a globally oriented university for the future with acute relevance to
industry, and if we are going to properly maximise technology to ensure a university for the future, Australia
needs institutions like Torrens to flourish."

"I'm also motivated by Torrens University's public good, its role as a Certified B Corporation, and the values of
Torrens, particularly to Begin and End with People. This can be seen in Torrens’ approach to the global
pandemic, where 270k people have completed free short courses and online digital initiatives from Torrens at a
time of career uncertainty for many."

"I take the reins of Chancellor from Michael Mann AO, a humble and distinguished individual, who ten years ago
had the vision to establish a new Australian University and has contributed so much to designing and building it
from scratch. Torrens has always thought 'outside the box' and has built on the trust given to it from the
Australian institutions to ensure extraordinary outcomes. This is Michael’s legacy.”

“From 164 students, to 20k+ today. Torrens University is a hothouse for innovation, industry partnerships and
high quality research. It’s a global movement I am proud to say I am to be part of,” Mr Varghese added.

AIBC congratulates Jim Varghese AM at his
Investiture as Chancellor of Torrens University
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Qantas plans to operate four weekly return direct fl ights between Sydney and Bengaluru
(formerly Bangalore) from 14 September 2022, using its wide body Airbus A330 aircraft.
These will be the first non-stop flights between Australia and southern India by any airline
and will cut almost three hours off the current fastest travel time from Sydney to
Bengaluru, a growing technology and financial services hub. 

With a population of 13 mill ion people, the Bengaluru community has strong connections
to Australia for both business travel and people visiting friends and relatives. These trade
connections are expected to strengthen following the recent announcement of the
Australia-India free trade agreement. Qantas will continue to operate up to five fl ights a
week between Melbourne and Delhi, making it the only airline offering direct fl ights
between Australia and both northern and southern India. 

As well, a planned codeshare agreement between Qantas and IndiGo, India’s largest
domestic carrier, will further open up the Indian market and give passengers an improved
one-stop access to more than 50 Indian cities. The deal will enable seamless transit from
Qantas fl ights in Bengaluru, Delhi, or Singapore onto IndiGo services to other major
Indian cities, as well as, smaller ones such as Pune and Goa. Qantas Frequent Flyers will
also be able to earn and redeem points on connecting IndiGo flights (Qantas code only)
and IndiGo will recognise Qantas Frequent Flyer benefits for tiered members (Silver,
Gold, Platinum and Platinum One) including priority check-in, additional baggage
allowance and priority baggage. Qantas customers travelling on IndiGo will enjoy the same
baggage allowance for the entire journey as well as complimentary food and drinks. The
partnership will extend to Jetstar customers who will be able to book connecting fl ights on
IndiGo services through its Jetstar Connect platform on jetstar.com from late April.

Australian carriers Qantas and Jetstar to
operate new direct routes to India this year –
a boost to bilateral trade with southern India
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After a gap of two long years, international borders are finally
reopening for travellers. Because of the global pandemic, travel was
something people could only dream about, whether for business,
holidays or visiting friends and families (VFR). Travel post Covid-19 is
expected to be changed for a very long time, including expected long
queues at busy airports due to strict rules of entry, governed by each
country, to ensure the health of their citizens and visitors are
protected while continuing to reboot their tourism, hospitality and
aviation industries and to secure their economic recovery. 

Australia reopened its international borders to all fully vaccinated visa
holders on 21 February. This will give more certainty to the Education
and tourism industries and allow them to start planning and preparing
for the year ahead. According to Australian Government figures,
tourism generated more than $60 bill ion for the Australian economy
in 2018-19, with more than 660,000 jobs dependent on the industry.
The figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) show that,
in 2019-20, international education was worth $37.4 bill ion to the
Australian economy.
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WEDNESDAY, 27 APRIL 2022
5.30PM TO 8.00PM AEST

BY INVITATION ONLY

JOINTLY PRESENT

Join the ABC and Investment NSW to welcome

Vish Padmanabhan, Senior Trade & Investment Commissioner
(India & Middle East), Investment NSW

Malini Dutt, Director Trade & Investment (India), Investment NSW

The event will highlight key Australia India bilateral agreements
including the ECTA & CECA updates, IES 2035

RSVP: Sam Dutt
aibcnsw@aibc.org.au

AIBC & INVESTMENT NSW

BUSINESS CONCLAVE
& DINNER



THURSDAY, 28 APRIL 2022
3.00PM TO 5.00PM AEST

BY INVITATION ONLY

JOINTLY PRESENT

The Australia India Business Council (AIBC) NSW State Chapter is pleased to
collaborate with Investment NSW on a joint Business Roundtable on
Thursday, 28 April 2022 to welcome Tushar Jani, Chairman, Cargo Service
Center (CSC) India and a delegation of Business Leaders representing the
Indian Supply Chain, Logistics, Shipping and International Freight Industries.

Join us for this special in-person event to celebrate and foster People to
People Connect and facil itate Business to Business Outcomes in Australia
India Trade and Investment space

RSVP: Sam Dutt
aibcnsw@aibc.org.au

AIBC & INVESTMENT NSW

BUSINESS ROUND TABLE &
HIGH TEA
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The Australia India Business Council (AIBC) had a very productive meeting with FICCI delegates from India at Deakin University City
Campus, Melbourne, Victoria. 

AIBC members and delegates attending included Sheba Nandkeolyar, AIBC Women In Business Chapter Chair; Vish Viswanathan,
AIBC Make in India Industry Chapter Chair; Phill ip Campbell, Head Asset Integrity and Director Technical, Vedanta Limited Group;
Manish Singhal, Deputy Secretary General, FICCI and Gaurav Vats, Director, FICCI

AIBC will continue play an important an important role in the bilateral relationship between Australia and India. The outlook has
never been better especially with the signing of the historic Australia-India Economic and Trade Agreement (AI ECTA) between
Australia and India. 

AIBC VICTORIA MEETS WITH FICCI DELEGATES 



The Australia India Business Council Ltd was delighted to host the
visiting FICCI delegation from India in Sydney, NSW, with excellent
discussions on the opportunities from the recently signed Australia
India Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement.
The delegates met with AIBC members and senior executives from the
Australian and NSW Governments and the business community.
Sanushka Seomangal, AIBC National Vice Chair; Sheba Nandkeolyar,
AIBC WIB Chair; Javed Khan, AIBC NSW Management Committee
Member, and organiser of the event, Con Livissianis, AIBC Agribusiness
Chair; Anand Singh, AIBC Infrastructure Chair; Amanda Sayan,
Director Global Engagement, University of Sydney and Dharav Gandhi,
Director Grant Thornton, were among those who attended the
prestigious event.
The AIBC looks forward to even more opportunities to facil itate
bilateral discussions, enabling people to people connections for
business to business outcomes.

AIBC WELCOMES FICCI DELEGATES
IN SYDNEY



AIBC WA WITH CII DELEGATION

Michael Carter, AIBC Western Australia State Chapter President and AIBC WA members welcomed the visiting CII
Delegation from India at a special luncheon event. Mr Carter said this was an “Awesome engagement between AIBC WA
and CII and a robust exchange of ways forward in the Australia-WA India bilateral relationship.”



Irfan Malik, AIBC NSW President met up with for bilateral
discussions with Sarah Kirlew, Australian Consul General and the
Consulate team in Chennai. Also present were Vice Consul
Michael Costa and the Austrade team to discuss several bilateral
initiatives. 

He also met with Petula Thomas, CEO of the peak industry body,
Indo-Australian Chamber of Commerce to discuss strengthening
the Australia India Bilateral Business - Business engagement with
several exchange initiatives planned. 

AIBC IN MUMBAI



AIBC NSW President Irfan Malik meets with Australian High
Commissioner Barry O Farrell, and  Australian Deputy High
Commissioner, Sarah Storey in Delhi as part of his current Australia
India Business, Trade and Investment engagement initiative. 

The High Commissioner's strong vision and impactful leadership have
been a key enabler for our enhanced bi-lateral relationships. 

It was great to discuss a range of initiatives and bi-lateral delegations
across several key sectors for us to deliver business-business impact
across both the business Ecosystems including the Startups &
Innovation and Indigenous Businesses. 

AIBC IN DELHI



At the Exim Bank seminar in Mumbai titled
‘India-Australia: Evolving Trade &
Investment Paradigm’ hosted by the bank’s
leadership team including  Harsha Bangari,
Managing Director and N Ramesh, Deputy
MD and Dr. Viswanath Jandhyala.

 Interesting insights shared on Australia
India bilateral opportunities following the
recently signed AIECTA Agreement. The Hon
Barry O’Farrell AO, Australian High
Commissioner to India delivered the
Keynote Speech.

Panellists included Monica Kennedy, Amit
Bhandari and N Ramesh. 

AIBC IN MUMBAI 

INDIA-AUSTRALIA:
EVOLVING TRADE &
INVESTMENT
PARADIGM



AIBC was well represented at the recent Export-
Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) Seminar, India-
Australia: Evolving Trade and Investment
Paradigm. 

In attendance were Amit Mehta, AIBC National
Treasurer; Irfan Malik, AIBC NSW President;
Abizer Merchant, AIBC NSW Management
Committee Member and Vinod Mirchand, AIBC
Director India. 

The team connected with business leaders
including Investment NSW leadership in India,
Vish Padmanabhan and Malini Dutt. Fruitful
discussions were held driving bilateral
engagement and delivering impactful business to
business outcomes and trade and investment
successes through strong people to people
connect.



AIBC IN DELHI
Irfan Malik, AIBC NSW President with Ambassador Anil Wadhwa. They 

had productive discussions on several micro sectors to enhance 
Australia India bilateral business connections.

AIBC meets with Amitabh Kant, CEO of NITI Aayog, Government of India and Chintan Vaishnav, the new Mission Director at Atal 
Innovation Mission. They are very keen to support bilateral delegations and business to business CEO Forums across Startups, 

Innovation and Sunrise sectors.



Irfan Malik, AIBC NSW President with Austrade Senior Commissioner and AIBC Program India Lead, Tim White and Austrade
Infrastructure North India Lead, Vijay Shekhawat. The AIBX delegation to Australia is planned for early September. AIBC will be

actively engaged in planning with micro core sectors and Australian business stakeholders.

AIBC WITH AIBX 



Other Updates
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MEDIA RELEASE
WE ARE EXCITED TO LAUNCH THE NEXT WAVE OF EXCLUSIVE
DISCOUNTS FOR AIBC MEMBERS
AIBC members belong to a diverse range of industries and are at the very top of their respective fields. All of us at AIBC have a
passion for business and our members, and that’s why we are so excited to partner with companies that can help us offer our
members innovative and exclusive benefits with some of the most innovative organisations in the world.

AIBC is now delighted to offer its members exclusive access to amazing discounts and rewards at thousands of stores across
Australia, the next wave of exclusive rewards for retail and online shopping. Members can now avail of exclusive discounts on a
range of online and retail stores, such as Woolworths, JB Hifi, Amazon.com and more. 

Manjit Singh, Chair - AIBC Member Benefits said “I can proudly say our Membership Benefits Program continues to grow bigger
and bigger each year. Business partnerships are a great way to both grow businesses and to make connections. That’s why it’s
important to get the right partner. AIBC members cherish our ongoing corporate programs with Tesla, Jeep, Alfa Romeo and
BMW which offer exclusive business discounts and benefits to AIBC members.
This Shopping rewards program is another valuable addition to one of the many ways AIBC Members benefit from being part of
AIBC. We encourage all members to avail the discounts, which now cover nearly all the popular major retail brands in
Australia”.

Jim Varghese AM, Chair - AIBC National, said “The AIBC has always been about adding value to its members, and businesses
look forward to the value that AIBC members bring to any business relationship”

Our Corporate Programs and Rewards portal is accessible to all AIBC financial members. With Christmas just around the
corner please take advantage of this special program rewards and save on big discounts wherever you shop on line.

NSW GOLD SPONSOR

LEARN MORE HERE: https://aibc.org.au/exclusive-members-benefits/

MANJIT GINNY SINGH
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS CHAPTER
NATIONAL CHAIR

CLICK HERE LEARN MORE ABOUT
AIBC MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

https://aibc.org.au/exclusive-members-benefits/
https://aibc.org.au/membership-benefits-chapter/


Membership Rewards
 Exclusive new rewards portal for

AIBC members to receive discounts
across a range of stores

AIBC Launched its Members Only Rewards
Program.

With Christmas just around the corner do take
advantage of this Members Only Rewards Program! 

 
Members can now avail of exclusive discounts on a

range of online and retail stores, such as
Woolworths, JB Hifi, Amazon.com and more. 

 
Sign up with your Membership number here:

https://aibc.myrewards.com.au/aibc/
 

AIBC IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE NEXT
WAVE OF EXCLUSIVE REWARDS FOR

RETAIL AND ONLINE SHOPPING
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https://aibc.myrewards.com.au/aibc/


Internship Opportunities
Australia India Business Council (AIBC) invites all interested
candidates to apply for Internships to support the various
National Industry Chapters and State Chapters. 

The selected Interns will have the unique opportunity to
contribute to the Australia-India bilateral trade through active
participation in various industry events and programs. 

AIBC is looking for committed and passionate individuals to
apply for an internship.

For further details contact: secretariat@aibc.org.au

Visit www.aibc.org.au for further details about the upcoming
Internship Opportunities.
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mailto:secretariat@aibc.org.au
http://www.aibc.org.au/


Apply For Sponsorship

For 35 years, the Australia India Business Council
has been the only premier non-profit organisation
with a mission to promote trade between Australia
and India.

The AIBC is an exclusive opportunity to sponsor and
get visibility amongst top business leaders and
government leadership across Australia and India.
With an ever-growing membership, and an active
and passionate network, sponsoring AIBC activities
is the perfect way to associate your brand with the
best of the best. 

 
Click here https://aibc.org.au/australia-india-
business-council-ltd/ to learn more about AIBC and
sponsorship opportunties.
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https://aibc.org.au/australia-india-business-council-ltd/


Industry Partners
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Industry Partners
We are proud to be associated with some of the top Industry Partners in Australia and India. 
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EXECUTIVE EDUCATION

We once again thank our Sponsors and Partners for various events, who make the high quality and high level events
possible. Many of our Sponsors are also AIBC Members, and the AIBC is always looking forward to providing
opportunities for AIBC Members to showcase their organisation to the wider community of government and business
leaders in Australia and India. 

Our Sponsors and Partners

https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/511145707;318142492;a
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AIBC would like to extend its special appreciation to the editorial news
and design team for implementing this Issue of the AIBC Newsletter

WENDY FARRELL
AIBC NATIONAL SECRETARIAT

SAM DUTT
AIBC NSW SECRETARIAT

VISHAL KUMAR
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY & DESIGN

QUANTANA PTY LTD
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https://quantana.com.au/
https://quantana.com.au/?utm_source=aibc_newsletter
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